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NASA Fellowships Activity   

What is NASA Fellowship Activity?

• NASA Fellowship Activity solicits proposals from accredited U.S. institutions and is awarded as 
a research training grants to the selected awardees;

• It is designed to support independently conceived research projects by highly qualified 
graduate students, in disciplines needed to help advance NASA’s mission;

• NASA strongly encourages the submission of applications from Minority-Serving Institutions 
(MSIs), historically underrepresented groups and underserved populations, such as women, 
minorities, persons with disabilities, LGBTQs and Veterans. 
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OSTEM Objectives  
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• Improve the nation’s future STEM workforce by developing the skills and competencies of graduates pursuing 
STEM degrees; 

• Provide opportunities for a diverse population to participate and contribute to NASA’s mission and projects;

• Use NASA’s unique mission content, workforce, and facilities in order to enhance and increase the capabilities, 
diversity, and size of the nation’s next generation workforce needed to enable future NASA discoveries, 
including the Artemis Program (https://www.nasa.gov/specials/artemis/);

• Build an intellectual network between NASA and higher education institutions by allowing faculty greater 
access and knowledge of NASA’s research opportunities.

https://www.nasa.gov/specials/artemis/
https://www.nasa.gov/specials/artemis/
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Candidate's Eligibility Criteria 

• Be a U.S. citizen or national at the time of proposal submission;

• Hold a Bachelor’s degree in a STEM field earned before August 31 of each fiscal year;

• Have a minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale on your most recent transcript;

• Be enrolled in a Master's or Doctoral degree program no later than September 1 of the academic year for which the 

award is granted;

• Intend to pursue a research-based Master's or Doctoral program in a NASA STEM relevant field; 

• Have a projected degree plan for continuous full-time enrollment up to the end of the Period of Performance;

• Be no later than in their first academic year of the Master’s degree program or no later than in their second 

academic year of the Doctoral degree program.
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Period of Performance

The Period of Performance (P.O.P) for each award is annual and renewable for up to 
three to four years depending on availability of funds; 

• Master’s awards are for 2 years, with a possibility of a third-year extension;

• Doctoral awards are for 3 years, with a possibility of a fourth-year extension.
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Budget Categories 
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TYPE OF FUNDING FUNDING AMOUNT

Fellowship Stipend $25,000 (Master’s) 

$30,000 (Doctoral)

Tuition Offset and Fees $8,000

Center Based Research Experience (CBRE) 

Allowance

$8,000

Health Insurance Allowance $3,000

Faculty Adviser Allowance $4,500

Fellow Professional Development Allowance $1,500



Funding Sources  

• Minority University Research Education Program (MUREP);

• Center Funding – NASA Technical Adviser’s research funds;

• Mission Directorates; 

• Others.  
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Other Important Information: 

• Identify a NASA Technical Adviser to provide letter of support;

• NASA T.A must be associated with the opportunity that you are applying 
for;

• Must have a faculty adviser and be enrolled in an accredited U.S institution;

• Pre-proposal teleconference dates and times will be posted on NSPIRES.
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Solicitation Location on NSPIRES 
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https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/solicitations/summary!init.do?solId={FE34FF68-88DA-AE12-9C18-A309B190C3F5}&path=open



NASA Fellowship Opportunties
The institution receives up to $55,000 annually on behalf 
of the fellow, with the following budget categories: 

• Fellowship Stipend;
• Tuition and Fees;
• Center Based Research Experience (CBRE);
• Health Insurance;
• Institution Faculty Adviser Support;
• Fellow Professional Development Activities.
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Funding Sources 

• Minority University Research Education Program (MUREP);
• Center Funding – NASA Technical Adviser’s research funds;
• Mission Directorates and other.

The Period of Performance (P.O.P) for each award is annual and 
renewable for up to three to four years depending on availability 
of funds; 
• Master’s awards are for 2 years, with a possibility of a third-

year extension;

• Doctoral awards are for 3 years, with a possibility of a fourth-
year extension.



Proposal Review Process
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Compliance Check   
Review Process by 

Subject Matter Experts 
(SMEs)    

Selection Committee at 
various NASA Centers 

Final selection of 
proposals - Funding 

Manager and Project 
Manager



Solicitation Location   
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NSPIRES (NASA Solicitation and Proposal Integrated Review and Evaluation System) 

Open and Closed Solicitation

NASA OSE Fellowship Activity 
https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/solicitations/summary!init.do?solId={FE34FF68-88DA-AE12-9C18-

A309B190C3F5}&path=open

FAQs – Other Documents 

Email Contact – Vandhana.lal@nasa.gov

https://nspires.nasaprs.com/external/solicitations/summary!init.do?solId=%7bFE34FF68-88DA-AE12-9C18-A309B190C3F5%7d&path=open
mailto:Vandhana.lal@nasa.gov


Questions
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Thank you for attending today’s presentation.


